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Base Sentence Review

O. Henry

Completely analyze each of the following sentences.

1. O. Henry, a well-known American short story writer, used surprise endings in many of his stories.

2. In "The Gift of the Magi" the main characters give each other presents, but they sacrifice their own treasures as a result.

3. The irony in this story is the usefulness of the gifts for either the young husband or his wife.

4. They learn a lesson about the real meaning of gift-giving.

5. Another familiar O. Henry story is "The Ransom of Red Chief."

6. The unlucky kidnappers in this tale steal a little boy with great energy and a mischievous nature.

7. They send his father a ransom note, and the father returns the note with a request for payment from them for return of the little troublemaker.

8. The little boy, Red Chief, forces the gullible kidnappers into a game of cowboys and Indians.

9. The adults become the kidnapped, and Red Chief is the boss of the whole situation.

10. Try an O. Henry story; you will enjoy his irony, his surprise endings, and his colorful characters.
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