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Commas Exercise

Short Stories

Commas in a series  

Insert commas where necessary to separate words in a series.

1. "The Most Dangerous Game," by Richard Connell, is a story of hunters hunted winning and losing.

2. The island in the story is hot humid and tropical.

3. Rainsford Whitney and Zaroff are the three characters in the story.

4. Zaroff's cold distant manner should have made Rainsford suspicious immediately.

Commas to enclose interrupters  

Insert commas where necessary to enclose interrupters.

1. Rainsford a well-known hunter found himself on Zaroff's mysterious island.

2. Rainsford ran right into Zaroff a big burly man with a gun.

3. Zaroff of course wanted to involve Rainsford in his terrible "game."

4. Sigmund Freud M.D. a psychoanalyst would have found Zaroff's game odd indeed.

5. Quickly Rainsford assessed his situation on the island.

Commas in conventional situations  

Insert commas where necessary.

1. "Dear Rainsford" Zaroff might have written to his guest in a letter.

2. The date of the story could have been June 15 1920.

Comma rule review  

Insert commas where necessary.

1. Ivan Zaroff's aide was gigantic strong and deaf and dumb.

2. Zaroff might have said to Rainsford, "I hunt my dear friend animals more dangerous than the Cape buffalo the tiger or the lion."

3. Rainsford a big game hunter himself wondered what Zaroff's game might be.

4. The Cape buffalo a huge and dangerous animal is one of the most frightening of all big game.

5. Rainsford of course felt that Zaroff's methods of finding "pupils" for his training school was barbaric.

Commas to separate independent clauses in compound sentences  

Insert commas where necessary. Note that quoted material is from the story itself.

1. In "The Lady or the Tiger" Frank Stockton puts the main character in a terrible position and at the end of the story he leaves the reader wondering what happened when that character opened the door.

2. "He <the semi-barbaric king> was greatly given to self-communing and when he and himself agreed upon anything, the thing was done."

3. "…he gave a signal a door beneath him opened and the accused subject stepped out into the amphitheater."

4. "It mattered not that he <the accused> might already possess a wife and family or that his affections might be engaged upon an object of his own selection…."

5. "Thus the masses were entertained and pleased and the thinking part of the community could bring no charge of unfairness against this plan; for did not the accused person have the whole matter in his own hands?"

Commas to separate adverb clauses beginning a sentence and non-restrictive adjective clauses from the rest of the sentence  

Insert commas where necessary.

1. When James Thurber wrote "The Secret Life of Walter Mitty" could he have realized what an icon Walter Mitty would become?

2. Walter Mitty who was a man of considerable imagination forgot he was driving his wife in the car.

3. Because he lived so much in his imagination Walter seemed a little unusual to the people around him.

4. Walter had a wife who did not understand him.

5. The Mittys' weekly trips to town which were always difficult for Walter were the times he lost himself in imaginary adventures.

Commas to separate participial phrases from the rest of the sentence 

Insert commas where necessary.

1. Wondering what was wrong with her husband Mrs. Mitty often wished he would see a doctor about his absent-mindedness.

2. Carrying his overshoes under his arm Walter entered the street again wondering what he had been told to do next.

3. Suddenly remembering the puppy biscuits he hurried to the grocery to finish his errands.

4. Mrs. Mitty always met her husband at the hotel after having her hair done and knowing she did not like to wait Walter hurried toward their appointed meeting place.

5. Standing outside the drug store Walter became a man facing a firing squad.







