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Compound Sentences Exercise

Shakespeare

Completely analyze the following sentences.

1. William Shakespeare began his career as an actor, and later he became a writer.

2. His work ranged from sonnets to plays of tragedy and comedy, and he was a writer popular in his own time.

3. Many familiar metaphors and similes originated with Shakespeare, and we use them daily in our writing.

4. "It is the east, and Juliet is the sun."

5. This line from the balcony scene in Romeo and Juliet has been replayed in movies and skits for centuries, and it is still a clear and fresh image.

6. In Shakespeare's time, all roles were played by men; imagine a boy in a gown and a wig!

7. The theatres in Tudor England were often open-air ones, and they were a source of entertainment for both the wealthy and the poor.

8. The audience stood at the edge of the stage, and they clapped for good work, and they threw rotten fruit for poor acting.

9. Romeo and Juliet is a tragedy, but it is also a wonderful love story.

10. For hundreds of years, audiences have watched the story of Romeo and Juliet, and the plot always seems new.

11. The story of Pyramus and Thisbe is a tragic one; Romeo and Juliet and West Side Story have similar plots.

12. Pyramus and Thisbe were neighbors and in love, but their parents did not approve of their marriage.

13. A common wall separated the two houses; however, one defect allowed communication between the two.

14. This wall brought comfort, for they could exchange words of love through a small hole.

15. They could not kiss, and they grew more desperate.

16. They said goodnight through the wall nightly, and they greeted each other in the morning through the wall.

17. They loved each other, yet they wanted a secret meeting.

18. Their arranged meeting outside the city walls unfortunately ended in death for both young lovers; a lion was involved with their deaths.

19. The parents were moved, and they placed the children's ashes in one urn.

20. You may remember a similar action from Romeo and Juliet; their parents erected statues.
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