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Dashes and Hyphens Exercise

Edgar Allen Poe

Insert dashes and hyphens where necessary. Note that everything in quotation marks is directly quoted from the stories of Edgar Allen Poe.
1. "Hearken! And observe how healthily how calmly I can tell you the whole story."

2. The writer of the story hated the old man's eye not the old man.

3. It's a problem of the writer's rational thinking being overwhelmed by his emotional state.

4. Poe's ability to tell a heartstopping story with calm should have made him a popular writer of the 1800s.

5. Although Poe's lifestyle made the overly critical people of his time think more of how he acted than how he wrote, he remains one of America's great writers of suspense filled stories.

6. Poe couldn't keep a high paying position as a critic because of his alcohol abuse, and his work didn't get its real appreciation until after his death.  

7. In the "Tell Tale Heart," Poe's writing draws the reader's attention in much the same way Alfred Hitchcock's careful filming of ordinary scenes invoked feelings of suspense in moviegoers.

8. Read "The Tell Tale Heart" aloud and discover its spine tingling atmosphere.

9. In the story well placed punctuation allows clues about the man's sanity or lack of it.

10. The story allows the reader a glimpse into a cold blooded killer's mind.







