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Gerund Phrases Exercise

American Civil War

Enclose each +gerund phrase+ in plus signs. Color the plus signs to indicate the phrase's function. Completely analyze all words in each phrase.

1. Controlling the territory of Kansas was a battle between proslavery and antislavery forces.

2. The Kansas Nebraska Act supported introducing popular sovereignty and allowing new states their own decision about slavery.

3. Moving to Kansas appealed to many Americans.

4. Racing for settlement in Kansas, both proslavery and antislavery forces wanted the state's supporting of their own views.

5. Battling governments inside the Kansas territory was the result of fighting over control of the new state.

6. John Brown's attack on the town of Pattawatomie Creek precipitated fighting among proslavery and antislavery factions.

7. As violence escalated, the Senate witnessed in its chambers the beating of its members by one another.

8. The Dred Scott decision was a reason for Southerners' celebrating the idea that any state could be slaveholding.

9. Lincoln, elected as president at last, faced holding together a nation divided.

10. Firing on Fort Sumter began the Civil War.

11. Leaving the South became a goal for many slaves who chose to run away from their owners.

12. William Lloyd Garrison was instrumental in founding the New England Antislavery Society.

13. Publishing an anti-slavery newspaper was one of Frederick Douglass's accomplishments.

14. By speaking out in an antislavery newspaper, Freedom's Journal, wealthy African-Americans Samuel Cornish and John Russwurm hoped to make the plight of slaves public.

15. Many people felt that the Grimke sisters' speaking out against slavery was wrong.

16. Risking prison and death was commonplace for members of the Underground Railroad.

17. Gradually ending slavery was the goal of abolitionists who supported keeping slavery out of states entering the Union.

18. The Liberator, a newspaper published by William Lloyd Garrison, held suffering of slaves up to the public.

19. Opposing abolition was a strong move among Northern mill owners and bankers because they depended on cotton from the South to support their own industries.

20. Defending slavery more strongly was the reaction of many Southern landowners to the abolition movement.
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