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Infinitive Phrases Exercise

Romeo and Juliet

Enclose each ~infinitive phrase~ in tildes. Color the tildes to indicate the phrase's function. Completely analyze all words in each phrase. 

**Enclose all <understood> infinitives in <>s. Note that all of the following are direct quotations from Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet.

Infinitives used as nouns

1. Nay, gentle Romeo, we must have you dance. 

2. This precious book of love, this unbound lover,

To beautify him only lacks a cover.

3. A dog of that house shall move me to stand.

4. To move is to stir, and to be valiant is to stand.

5. …A troubled mind drove me to walk abroad,

Where underneath the grove of sycamore

That westward rooteth from this city side,

So early walking did I see your son.

6. To speak that word

Is father, mother, Tybalt, Romeo, Juliet,

All slain, all dead.

7. Thou need'st not to be gone.

8. Let me be ta'en; let me be put to death.

9. …my care hath been

to have her matched. 

10. To wish me thus forsworn <and> to Dispraise my lord are both sins. 

Infinitives used as adverbs

1. And, Montague, come you this afternoon

To know our farther pleasure in this case,

To old Free-town, our common judgment-place.

2. I must hence to wait. 

3. The orchard walls are high and hard to climb….

4. I have night's cloak to hide me from their eyes….

5. For this alliance may so happy prove

To turn your households' rancor to pure love.

6. Well, we were born to die.

7. It is some meteor that the sun exhaled

To be to thee this night a torchbearer

And light thee on thy way to Mantua.

8. She is too fair, too wise, wisely too fair,

To merit bliss.

9. …in that vow

Do I live dead, that live to tell it now.

10. Men's eyes were made to look….

11. There stays a husband to make you a wife.

Infinitives used as adjectives

1. 'Tis the way 

To call hers, exquisite….

2. Things have fallen out, sir, so unluckily 

That we have had no time to move our daughter.

3. These times of woe afford no times to woo.

4. I have more care to stay than will to go. 

5. Doth she not count her blessed,

Unworthy as she is, that we have wrought 

So worthy a gentleman to be her bride?

6. You are to blame, my lord, to rate her so. 

7. If all else fail, myself have power to die. 

8. If, rather than to marry County Paris,

Thou hast the strength of will to slay thyself

Then it is likely thou wilt undertake

A thing like death to chide away this shame…

9. Go home; be merry; give consent

To marry Paris.
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