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Infinitive Phrases Exercise

American Civil War

Enclose each ~infinitive phrase~ in tildes. Color the tildes to indicate the phrase's function. Completely analyze all words in each phrase. 

**Enclose all <understood> infinitives in <>s.

1. Neither the North nor the South was prepared to fight a war.

2. To move the war forward, the Northerners had to attack the South. 

3. Because the population of the Southern states was just one-third the population of the North, the South had fewer people eligible to enlist in the army to fight.

4. The North had more people to grow food and to train to be soldiers.

5. To conquer the South, Northerners had to move into strange territory and oppose an army defending its homeland.

6. Abraham Lincoln was a strong leader who gained the respect of his peers as he worked to plan for the reunion of his country.

7. Jefferson Davis, a general who had graduated from West Point, was also a good leader, but he proved to be too concerned about details best left to his advisors.

8. Another issue was who was to be the commander of each army.

9. Lincoln asked Robert E. Lee to command the Union army, but in spite of his opposition to slavery and secession, Lee wrote Lincoln that he could not fight against his state and his family.

10. The Union's plan to block Southern ports was a key issue in the ultimate defeat of the Confederate army.

11. To lead slaves to freedom, Harriet Tubman became the leader of the Underground Railroad, a system of safe houses for use by slaves as they left the South.

12. In the period between 1820 and 1860, idealism blossomed in a nation soon to be in the midst of a civil war.

13. To end slavery, to put labor laws into place, and to establish prisons and mental institutions were all goals of Americans concerned with their fellow citizens' needs at this time.

14. Slavery and ways to manage the problems were never far from the headlines.

15. The Quakers had always maintained that to own slaves was wrong.

16. The Declaration of Independence held that "all men were created equal," even though many of its writers thought it fine to own slaves themselves.

17. As early as 1804, all states in the North had promised to free their slaves.

18. One early solution to slavery led to Liberia, a country in Africa established to offer freed slaves a place to live.

19. To settle in Africa, however, was not the choice of many African- Americans; they wanted freedom in their own country.

20. To call attention to the issue of slavery, many women spoke publicly, and their efforts were also the beginning of a crusade for women's rights.
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