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Prepositional Phrases Exercise

War of 1812

Enclose each (prepositional phrase) in parentheses. Color the parentheses to indicate whether the phrase acts as an adjective or an adverb in the sentence. Completely analyze all words in each phrase.

1. Tecumseh of the Shawnee tribe could not unite the Native Americans of the eastern United States.

2. Tensions between the Native Americans and the settlers increased, and Governor Harrison of Indiana marched forward.

3. The Prophet in charge of the Native Americans made a surprise attack.

4. The Battle of Tippecanoe that followed was not a clear victory for the settlers or for the Native Americans.

5. That battle in 1811 was the beginning of a long war on the frontier of the United States.

6. This fighting made the War Hawks of the Congress even more eager to begin war with Britain.(
7. Many Americans were sure the Indians in the frontier conflict were fighting with the guns and armaments of the British.

8. President Madison was finally forced by the circumstances of the frontier and by the attitude toward the British among Americans to declare war.(
9. The Congress of the United States voted on war with Britain; for the first time in our nation’s young history, the House and Senate voted to go to war.(
10. Many Americans were happy with the decision of war, but others were not, and eventually a group of New Englanders plotted a move from the Union and a separate peace with Britain.

11. Many Americans spoke with anger of "Mr. Madison's war."

12. In spite of considerable enthusiasm about the conflict with Britain, the Union was not ready for a war.

13. The British army was huge with armament and the navy was overwhelmingly larger than was the tiny American fleet of just sixteen ships.

14. The American army was small and had little training, so the government asked for volunteers.

15. Because of the need for a bigger army, the Congress voted to give each volunteer a small amount of money and a parcel of land.(
16. After the news of money and land, many young men enlisted with eagerness, but they were not trained in military strategy, and many deserted after just a few months.

17. Some of the raw recruits would not fight without payment first, and officers reported with disappointment soldiers who wouldn't march without their money.

18. Another problem for the army grew from the problem of poorly trained officers.

19. In many ways, the young Union should have been doomed from the start.

20. The British army was composed of well-trained soldiers, the navy had fought successfully against other equally strong countries, and the advantages were definitely in their favor at the beginning of the conflict.

( Watch out!  The starred sentences are tricky!
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