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Prepositional Phrases Exercise

Television

Enclose each (prepositional phrase) in parentheses. Color the parentheses to indicate whether the phrase acts as an adjective or an adverb in the sentence. Completely analyze all words in each phrase.

1. Today we cannot imagine a world without television, but television's beginnings go back to 1840 with a discovery by Alexandre Becquerel of France of the electro-chemical effects of light.  

2. After several other important discoveries about the properties of light, the first actual television "broadcast" took place in 1911.  

3. At this time A. Campbell Swinton, an engineer from Scotland, used an electron tube which converted light into electronic waves.

4. A Russian-born U.S. scientist, Vladimir Zworykin, is often called "the father of television" because of his 1923 patent for the iconoscope; this device made possible an all-electronic system.  

5. On September 11, 1928, the first televised dramatic show, The Queen's Messenger, was presented by the General Electric Company on a tiny screen.

6. The sound for the program was transmitted by radio station WGY in Schenectady, New York. 

7. In 1936 the Radio Corporation of America (RCA) made field tests for an all-electric system and began broadcasting from the Empire State Building in New York City twice a week to a small number of receivers.

8. Most people did not get a first glimpse of the wonder of television until the 1939-40 World's Fair in New York.

9. Visitors there could stand in front of a camera and watch themselves on the screen. 

10. After WWII the television industry was booming, and the first home video screens were only seven inches diagonally and often included a curved piece of glass in front of the screen for magnification.  
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