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Verb Usage Exercise

Alice in Wonderland

Highlight the correct word yellow. Note that everything in quotation marks is directly quoted from Lewis Carroll's Alice in Wonderland.

1. Alice (shrunk, shrank) when she ate the cake.

2. Seeing a mouse in the pool, Alice (swam, swum) toward it.

3. "Would you like cats if you (was, were) me?" asked the mouse.

4. The mouse was not the meek creature he (seem, seemed) to be.

5. When the race had been (ran, run), there (was, were) not a winner.

6. They (set, sat) the prizes for the race on the ground.

7. Alice was so tired she wanted to (lay, lie) down for a rest.

8. Alice (was spent, spent) a long time down in the well.

9. She (was wondered, wondered) how to get home.

10. When she saw the White Rabbit again, she (wants, wanted) to follow him.

11. "So she swallowed one of the cakes, and was delighted to find that she (begun, began) shrinking…"

12. Each of the animals (were, was) racing for the edge of the pool.

13. Neither the White Rabbit nor the other animals (was, were) helpful to Alice.

14. Either the animals or the White Rabbit (needs, need) to get Alice smaller again.

15. In the yard (was, were) a crowd of little animals.

16. (Don't, Doesn't) anyone understand how the little cakes work?

17. "All of you (was, were) supposed to help me," Alice said.

18. Inside the garden (wait, waits) the Queen's soldiers.

19. The speeches of the Caterpillar (was, were) not encouraging.

20. "And the muscular strength, which it gave to my jaw, (have, has) lasted me the rest of my life."

21. The Caterpillar and the White Rabbit (was, were) not much help to Alice.

22. None of the soldiers (love, loves) the Queen.

23. The Duchess is one of the people whom Alice (meet, meets).

24. A number of the creatures in the story (are, is) unusual.

25. The number of soldiers in the garden (was, were) unknown.

26. A big cake and a group of little cakes (was, were) all Alice needed to control her size.







